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One of the deliverables of the WP 5.1.2. of the Sixth Framework Programme (Priority 7: Citizens and Governance in a Knowledge Based Society) project "Global Governance, Regionalisation and Regulaiton: the Role of the EU (GARNET)" is a workshop entitled The »Europeanization« of the Enlarged EU and Its Neighbourghoods: Towards Efficient Integration and Good Governance. 
The rationale, objectives and contents of the workshop are derived from the rationale, objectives and contents of the WP 5.1.2. The rationale is that, as far as the EU and Eastern Europe is concerned, the enlarged EU faces two mutually interrelated main challenges. The first challenge concerns the internal EU aspect, i.e. the relation between the old and the new member-states. The second challenge concerns the external aspect, i.e. the relation of EU with the neighbouring regions and countries of South Eastern Europe (SEE) and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). The main question of the first challenge is how to assure and govern a sustainable integration of new member-states. The second challenge leads to the basic question how to assure and govern integration-cooperation of the enlarged EU with the neighbouring regions and countries (primarily SEE and CIS where the stakes of new member-states are prima facie the highest) in order to avoid building a new ‘iron curtain’.

Along these interconnected lines, the objectives of the workshop are to analyse the development of institutional settings of the EU for both, the integration of the new member-states (i.e. a kind of deepening which would not produce new dividing lines within the EU itself), and the cooperation of the neighbouring countries (regions) with the EU (with a possible horizon of its new enlargement(s)). We are mainly interested in the ground (d)efficiencies of those institutional settings, and the experiences of the analysed sets of countries (EU-15, new member-states, neighbouring countries) within the integration-cooperation processes and their governance. Such an analysis should provide policy suggestions for the improvement of the governance of the EU integration-cooperation processes to increase their efficiency.
The theme of the workshop is theoretically and empirically related to the concept and processes of Europeanization. Although not a contested concept (within the contexts researched so far) the processes of Europeanization highlight the ‘missing link’ between the EU institutional and institutionalised (internal) pressure for change and the perceived (domestic, i.e. within member-states) substantive adaptations, i.e. first the impact of EU on domestic political and economic systems, politics and policy-making and second the degree of compliance and/or resistance of domestic political and economic systems, politics and policy-making to EU influence, thus pushing for possible political and institutional changes (or their impossibilities) at the EU level of decision-making and institutionalization. There has been an ample research on the Europeanization both on the theoretical level and in practical policy analysis in the old member-states. The intended added value of the workshop is, firstly, to extend this conceptual framework into the sphere of new member states, and, secondly, to explore the extension of the framework of Europeanization also to the cooperation of the EU with its neighbourhoods (SEE and CIS). In the case of the neighbourhoods, the processes of Europeanization are perhaps less prominent – because the EU institutional pressures for change are less formalised and external, and the domestic substantive adaptations of neighbouring countries may have no feedback effects on the EU itself – but we may still observe the radiation of EU norms and values into those countries causing their (perceived) adaptations (or what is sometimes called the stability effects of the EU on its neighbourhoods).

The issues discussed at the workshop will be classified in two broad segments, the first dealing with Developing the ‘Inner Space of Europeanization’: Sustainable political and economic integration of the new member states, and the second dealing with Developing the ‘Outer Space of Europeanization’: Political and economic integration-cooperation of the neighbourhoods in the EU. 

PART I: Developing the »Inner Space of Europeanization«: Sustainable political and economic integration of the new member-states
This part explores the relevant mechanisms of political and economic integration of new-member states in the EU. Suggested broad issues include (but are not limited to – so you may suggest other issues as well):

· Political integration of new member-states in the EU – legal and institutional mechanisms and their efficiency: legitimacy and efficiency of EU-institutions and decision making procedures; ethnic minorities and human rights questions, free media/media pluralism to create media policy, political parties and anti-EU sentiments in the society etc. 

· The process of actual political integration of the new member states/the impact of EU membership on national law, politics and policy making: change in the decision making in the form of for example social dialogue (social and economic politics) and partnership requirements (regional or rural development and the possibility to attract means from the structural fund) etc.  
· Integration of new member-states in the EU economic space - legal and institutional mechanisms and their efficiency: free movement of goods, services, capital and labour; process of nominal convergence; adoption of Euro; economic policy coordination etc. 

· The process of actual integration and real convergence of new member-states in the EU – catching up process of new member states: structural reforms in the new member states; restructuring of old and new member states’ economies; intra EU trade and investment as engine of growth and restructuring of old and new member states; transfer of knowledge, R&D and innovation; internationalisation etc. 

PART II: Developing the »Outher Space of Europeanization«: Political and economic cooperation-integration of the neighbourhoods in the EU

This part explores the relevant mechanisms of political and economic integration-cooperation of neighboring states (SEE and CIS) (with)in the EU. Suggested broad issues include (but are not limited to – so you may suggest other issues as well):

· Political integration-cooperation of ‘left-outs’ (with)in the EU – legal and institutional mechanisms and their efficiency in practice, foreign and security, and neighbourhood policy of EU - how to avoid building a new ‘iron curtain’: the new security environment in Europe; EU’s policy to the SEE and CIS; channels of spreading western political, economic and cultural patterns, including the role of the media); the role of the EU, and consequently its international credibility and effective governance, in post-conflict peace-building and peace-sustaining in (S)EE, etc. 
· The role of EU (including the member-states) in the process of political transformation of the neighboring countries.
· Consequences of ‘Euroland’ enlargement for the relations between possible new ‘Euroland’ countries and the rest of Eastern Europe (namely Russia, Ukraine etc.); borders of Europe.

· Integration of the 'left-outs' (with)in the EU economic space - legal and institutional mechanisms and their efficiency.

· The process of catching up of the neighbouring countries with the EU: transition of the neighbouring countries as a process of EU integration; EU economic cooperation (trade, service, capital, labour flows etc.) with neighbouring countries; restructuring processes in the neighbouring countries in view the catching up with the EU; economic borders of EU: are they pushed further than other borders, etc.

We also welcome other papers which fits the above outline. To assure a common structure and format of the papers each paper is suppose to be based on/to take into account the following:

· To encompass more than one country. This will enable comparative insight and generalization of messages;

· To include the issue of incorporation of EU rules and values (institutions) into national regulatory framework;

· To explicitely assess the contribution of the topic/phenomenon to the integration of new-member states/cooperation of neighbouring countries with the EU;

· To elaborate on or at least identify the relevant legal/institutional as well as empirical (actor-oriented) aspect of topic/subject under consideration;

· To elaborate, identify or at least provide an empirical evidence for the working of plausible mechanisms of intergration and/or cooperation-integration processes;

· To develop relevant policy conclusions.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

All the participants in the GARNET project are invited to send their proposals for papers. An extended two pages abstracts including the description of the aim/objectives, relevance of the subject for the subject of the workshop, theoretical background, hypothesis, methodological approach, data sources and structure of the paper should be send to Matija Rojec (matija.rojec@gov.si) or Milan Brglez (milan.brglez@fdv.uni-lj.si) by March 15, 2006. You will be informed about the results of the selection process by March 31, 2006. Papers should then be sent via e-mail to us by June 15, 2006. It is planned that the best papers will be published in an edited book volume.

The target length for papers is 6500-7000 words. Please format papers according to Routledge guidelines (see and use http://www.routledge.com/guidelines.asp); please pay attention to details such as footnotes/endnotes, references in text, formatting of references, tables/figures.

Deadline for submission of abstracts:
March 15, 2006

Acceptance of submitted abstracts:

March 31, 2006

Submission of papers:


June 15, 2006

Abstracts containing personal contact details should be e-mailed to:

Matija Rojec (matija.rojec@gov.si) or

Milan Brglez (milan.brglez@fdv.uni-lj.si)
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