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1. The Reform Treaty to be signed in Lisbon on 13 December needs to be ratified in 2008 so that the institutional reforms can finally come into force early in 2009. The process of ratification should be accompanied by good preparation for implementation of the Treaty, including the adaptation of the provisions for Freedom Security & Justice where the ‘third pillar’ will be abolished, and the creation of the European External Action Service to assist the new High Representative/Vice-President for Foreign Affairs & Security Policy.
2. The EU should press forward with implementation of the Hague Programme for freedom, security and justice. Although the Lisbon Treaty has not yet been signed, let alone entered into force, progress in this area is in the interest of the Union, its Member States and citizens. Priorities include evaluation of common measures adopted so far; implementation of the common external border arrangements in the new Member States (the former Schengen cooperation); realization of a system for common European asylum; reflection on a common approach to legal migration (linkage with the Lisbon Agenda); refinement of instruments for combating terrorism, and implementation of mutual recognition in the spheres of criminal law and criminal procedure. Moreover the external dimension - cooperation with third countries for example with regard to asylum and migration, and aspects regarding CFSP - requires full attention.

3. The EU’s commitment to environmental protection and sustainable growth should be the basis for its internal and external policies in view of energy security. A strategy for enhancing the EU’s competitive position in the global market for sustainable technologies should underpin its efforts to deal with the consequences of climate change. Discussion of the proposals expected soon from the Commission should be a priority for the Slovenian Presidency, and its successors, with a view to decisions early in 2009.
4. 
5. 
6. There are potential inconsistencies between the aims, procedures and timetables of the Lisbon Strategy, the Sustainable Development Strategy and the Energy Policy for Europe. In the interests of efficient and effective policies affecting the supply-side of the EU economy, efforts should be made to reconcile the different strategies so as to establish a more coherent governance system.
7. The recent proposals from the Commission for improvement of the common agricultural policy (‘health-check’) should be addressed soon by the Council. The reforms of 2003 need to be updated and complemented to ensure that this policy, which occupies an important place in the EU’s budget, responds to the needs of consumers and of rural society, as well as the protection of the environment
8. The EU should maintain the enlargement process on the basis of its renewed consensus, and prospective members must continue with the necessary political and economic reforms. Reconciliation with neighbours, externally and internally, including respect for minorities, intercultural dialogue and comprehension of the past, is a precondition for European integration. In the Western Balkans the Stabilisation and Association Process needs to be extended; Croatia’s progress on the path to membership can encourage the others; a solution of the Kosovo question will bring stability to the region and allow Serbia to confirm its European vocation, while state-building is the priority in Bosnia-Herzegovina, and better governance in Montenegro, Albania and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
9. The EU should urgently develop a common strategy towards Russia, reversing the trend of recent years towards bilateral relationships. A strengthened relationship should be based on the principle of mutual trust and characterised by respect for democracy, openness and human rights. It should aim to improve relations in trade and energy and other cooperation between the EU and Russia.

10. 
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