Within the overall GARNET Programme, the CIR of the University of Ljubljana, together with the University of Wroclaw, co-ordinates all activities within the Jointly Executed Research Programme on “The EU and Central Eastern Europe”.

	The EU and Central Eastern Europe

Objectives 

The enlarged EU faces three main challenges. The first challenge is the internal aspect of enlargement, i.e. the relation between the current member states and the new members. The second and third challenge concerns the external aspect, i.e. the relation with South Eastern European countries (SEE) on the one hand, and with the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) on the other. The first aspect is connected with the internal challenge how to create a sustainable integration of new members from Central and Eastern Europe (CEE). The second and third aspect is concerned with the external relation between an enlarged EU and its Southern and Eastern borderline regions where the challenge is how to avoid building a new ‘iron curtain’. 

The overall objective of the project is to identify various aspects of (good) governance (in particular, the role of the EU in this governance) of different geographic areas in Eastern Europe (EE). In this respect, the project will aim

· To assess the capacity of CEE administrative and legal institutions to implement the EU-acquis and to affect the outcomes of the Europeanization process. 

· To assess the absorption capacity of EU structural funds by the new members.

· To establish the impact of new members on the development of EU policies, and on the creation of a common security, freedom and justice area.
· To study the effects of European Integration on the consolidation of the political systems in CEE.

· To study special characteristics of and frameworks for economic policy co-ordination with the new EU members (in terms of their euro-zone membership and the stability and growth pact).
· To establish the most (in) effective channels of spreading western political, economic and cultural patterns (with special regards to the role of the media).
· To examine – in a broader international context – the development of EU external (political) relations with the SEE and CIS regions after the 2004 enlargement.
· To study the role of the EU, and consequently its international credibility and effective governance, in post-conflict peace-building and peace-sustaining in (S)EE.

· To assess the role of the CEE countries (and their experience with the transition) in the process of transformation of SEE and CIS countries.
· To study the effects of trade and capital liberalisation and other agreements on economic co-operation with countries from (S)EE, and to assess the capacity of (S)EE states’, and the potential of trade in services with the enlarged EU for the enhancement of international co-operation and good governance in the region.

· To analyse the role of enterprises and business co-operation, particularly through horizontal FDI, in maintaining stability, fostering transformation and enhancing productivity.
To assess the possible consequences of ‘Euroland’ enlargement for the relations between possible new ‘Euroland’ countries and the rest of EE (namely Russia, Ukraine etc.).

	

	Description of work 

The work will be handled around two main questions:

1. To identify positive and negative consequences of European integration for:

· new EU members (i.e. the CEE countries)

· old EU members (15 countries),

· countries that remain outside the EU after the 2004 enlargement (i.e. SEE, particularly former Yugoslav republics and CIS countries, particularly Russia, Ukraine and Belorussia).

2. To identify threats to European integration and to establish/assess how these threats could be overcome, at different levels of governance.

This will be done with a combination of theoretical work and practical experience with governing different parts of EE (with the use of case studies). The research will be comparative, in the sense of addressing the same issues (such as the role of the EU and other institutions, policies, aspects of transition and transformation, including internationalisation, trade in services, innovation and R&D, capital markets and foreign direct investments, legal issues such as respect for human and minority rights) across different cases (geographical parts of EE).

	

	Deliverables 

· Workshops (including the inaugural workshop ‘The EU and Eastern Europe: towards efficient integration and good governance’, organised with the aim of dividing work tasks), with participation of both practitioners & academics (Month 6) (D5.1.2.1).

· Co-ordinate publishing – organise joint publication of books (authored and edited), (on-line) working papers including reports and policy papers. Policy paper (Month 12) (D5.1.2.2).

· Workshop ‘The EU and Eastern Europe: towards efficient integration and good governance’ – in Ljubljana (Month 12) (D5.1.2.3).

· Training module on internationalisation as a transition-enhancement instrument in Ljubljana (Month 18) (D5.1.2.4).

· Prepare joint training programmes (including non-academic institutions - local administration, self-governments, media, NGOs, regional GOs in the CEE involved in transborder/regional co-operation within the EU structures and beyond).

· Develop common new curricula for MA specialisation, Masters in European Studies, new courses, joint modules, particularly for post-graduate programmes.

· Organise regular seminars (academic, including doctoral).

· Co-ordinate joint supervision of theses.

· Design a joint mobility programme for researchers in the relevant field.

· Organise a Summer School on issues related to questions of governance of EE.

Prepare comparable data and information bases (for different parts of EE).

Concluding conference/workshop ‘Governance by an enlarged EU: opportunities and challenges in the process of democratic consolidation and development of EU borderline regions’ – at the end of year 2 (in Wroclaw) (Month 18) (D5.1.2.5).

	Milestones

· Submission of 2 books (Month 18) (M5.1.2.1)

· Summer School (Ljubljana) – once a year; in Ljubljana (Month 9) (M5.1.2.2).
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